Travellers in India

delight in watching the dismemberment of
criminals and in bloody gladiatorial shows. Such
spectacles were his ordinary afternoon diversion
on five days out of the seven. His temper is
exemplified by the instances which Hawkins
gives us of occasions when Jahangir, yi an un-
controllable burst of passion, executed men
with his own hand instead of leaving the work
to the proper authorities. Punishments under
Jahangir, as we see everywhere in Hawkins's
story, were essentially Oriental, sudden, arbi-
trary, and severe. Yet despite all this rigour
Jahangir's kingdom was, even thus early in his
reign, by no means in the tranquil state in
which his father had left it. Rebellious out-
breaks were not unknown; outlaws and thieves
infested the roads between Agra and Surat;
while the more distant provincial governors,
whom even Akbar had never thoroughly reined
in, practically did as they liked with their pro-
vinces, and, as we have seen in the case of
Mukarrab Khan at Surat, often ignored the
most elementary canons of justice,
$ Not long after Hawkins's departure from
Agra, Captain Best of the "Tenth Voyage"
gained a splendid victory against odds over a
Portuguese fleet off Swally. The immediate
fruits of this victory, which surprised the Mogul
as much as it surprised the Portuguese, was the
resumption of negotiations between the Eng-
lish and the Court at Agra, and the establish-
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